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MAINE SHIPBUILDING 
by John Lyman 


On the occasion of the 300th anniversary of shipbuilding in Maine, dating from 
the VIRGINL. of 1607, two Bath shipbuilders issued some remarks comparing the ship= 


building of 1847 with that of 1907, The "Nautical Gazette't of 8 August 1907 quoted 
William Rogers as follow: 


"The first ship that I built was the ARLINGTON, It was of 600 tons, 137 ft. in 
length, 31 ft. beam, and about 21 ft, in depth. The launching occurred October 1h, 
1847. Betvreen that time and 1902, when I retired from business, I built 102 vessels, 
mostly ships and schooners, the latter being in demand during the later years I was in 
business, The ARLINGTON, as was the case with all ships built 50 or 60 years ago, re= 
quired about nine months for construction, and when she went into the water, she was a 
good specimen of the old-fashioned shipbuilder's art, embodying what were then new 
ideas, The frame was of oak and hacknatack from the forests of Maine and it had a hard 
bottom, composed of becch, birch and maple, which the growth of this State then pro= 
vided, The lower futtocks were of hardwood and the upper of oak and hacknatack. The 
frame generally was what we called 'picked up!,; that is, we gathered woods in lumber 
operations in various parts of the State and used these which we knew were best adapted 
for ships, Sometimes we would have sections waiting for a long time bcfore they were 
needed, held over until just the right places for them were found, 


"We used for the planking, ceiling and beams Southern Pine, and usually the same 
for the lower masts, although a good deal depended on what we had on hand from the 
Maine forests, Whenever any straight, sound trunks were cut, which looked good for 
masts, we put them aside and kept them, Therefore, it frequently happened that we 
found sticks from the Maine forests just the right thing; but we had to count on the 
Southern growth for the lower masts generally, 


"Our spikes came from the mills in Massachusetts and we bought most of our iron 
in Boston, although we had several good iron stores in Bath and excellent workers in 
the metal, also, It was principally Pennsylvania iron, but occasionally we got that 
which was rolled in Massachusetts mills, and, I suppose, came from abroad, 


"Labor was cheap in those days, compared to the wages paid today, For skilled 
workmen the average rate per diem was $1,25, although the less expericnced hands drew 
$1 and $1.10; and some of the more expert got as high as $1.50. The men usually worked 
from sunrise to sunset, and they kept at their undertaking very steadily. Today from 
$2 to 32.50 per day is paid, and the men work 8 hours in a day. Therefore I figure 
that the cost of labor at present is more than twice what it was 50 or 60 years ago, 
and I cannot see that the workmen have acquired any particular advantage in the change 
except in the fewer hours of actual work, 
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"We had none of the modern labor-saving devices in those days, Everything was done 
by hand, and when timbers were too heavy for a gang of men a yoke of oxen was used. 
We had no electric hoists or steam cranes; the men and oxen pulled, hauled and strug- 
gled until they succeeded in getting things where they wanted them. Yet, we turned 
out ships that challenged the admiration of all nations. 


"The Bath ships were known the world around and never was there any severe compe- 
tition with the output of the Maine shipbuilding yards. We had, in those times, the 
forests to draw on for material and the best ship workmen in the world, Today we can 
compete with any section in turning out vessels, although we have to get our material 
from all over the continent and much of it from the Pacific shore, Yet the Bath meth- 
ods and the Bath product. are favorites among the men who want the best craft, and I 
believe there is a most prosperous future for the building of wooden vessels here." 


Samuel R. Percy of Percy & Small had some interesting comments that contrasted 
William Rogers' recollections with the methods then in use: 


"Once the broad axe was the mest important tool in a ship carpenter's outfit. It ) 
was used on nearly every piece of timber that went into a vessel. Now it is important, 
of course, as the saw and auger always were, but machinery has taken the place of many 
of these tools, Instead of slowly ‘beating out' hackmatack knees, a tedious job, these 
crooked sticks are placed on a !tilting! saw table and cut into whatever twisting 
curves the varying lines of a vessel may require -<—- and the work is completed in about 
the time that it used to take for a carpenter to get a knee 'dogged! on the blocks 
ready for the shaping to begin, 


"If a huge piece of timber 12 inches by 16 inches in size and 50 ft. long is to be 
tapered, or reduced in size to fit some particular place, an electrically-driven cir- 
cular saw, or a powerful revolving planer, completes the undertaking in three minutes, 


and often saves a valuable strip of lumber which in the old days would have been re~ 
duced to chips. 


"Power borers are now beginning to make the holes which once were the test of a 
strong man's arms, for holes from to 8 feet in depth put through solid hard pine and 
oak meant the expenditure of no little power, 


"Instead of the mixed hardwood which once went into the frames of the vessels, 
white oak is generally required for the modern schooners, and the parts are bound to= 
gether by a net work of strap iron which covers the outside of the frames with a metal 
basket work that was unknown three=score years ago. 


"Slow-moving oxen have given place to teams of horses for hauling the heavy timbers 
about the shipyards and bringing them within reach of the big derricks which hoist 
them in place, and power driven tree-nail machines cut to an exact fit the long oak and 
locust 'trunnels' which pin the planking in place, 


"Wire rigging has largely supplanted hemp, We put 15 tons of this material on the 
‘spars of one of the modern six-masters, (Continued on page 21.) 
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THE MARINE MINIATURES OF LUDVIG THOMSEN 


During the period from 1857 to 1923, Ludvig Thomsen of Copenhagen, Denmark, had 
@ as a hobby, among other things, the painting and drawing of contemporary and historic 
ships done in miniature or postcard size, These were at first the coast lines and 
fortifications in the Baltic Sea, where he was sailing on the corvette VALKYRIEN in 
the summer of 1857. In 1858 he did a sketch of the Fort at Plymouth, England and also 
various views in the Danish West Indies while on board brig ORNEN., While at St. 
Thomas, D.W.I. in 1862, on the corvette HEIMDAL (?), he sketched the harbor with three 
named American vessels at anchor: AMAZON from Baltimore; QUAKER CITY from an unknown 
port; and the J. WEBSTER CLARK from New Orleans. During this early period the sketches 
were in pencil, pen and ink, and wash drawings, done on note paper. 


Beginning in 1887, after a lapse of 21 years, miniatures in watercolor as well, on 
heavy cardboard, were made and sent to members of the immediate family as greeting 
cards on anniversaries and holidays, The earliest of a series of pictures on the 

lightship LAPPEGRUNDEN, off Elsinore, Denmark appeared in 1888. Finally, in 1892, came 


the first of the oil paintings which reached a high artistic standard in 1913 and re=- 
mained so to the final pictures in 1923, 


Such is, in short, the history revealed in the collection of the writer, grand- 
nephew of the artist. The collection includes 90 odd items, of which 87 are minia- 
tures, mostly ships and coastlines, but a few public buildings, and the rest two 


larger paintings, letters, and a diary of the voyage from Messina to Rotterdam on the 
Schooner Brig FREY, Part II = 1865-66, 


This collection was obtained in approximately equal quantities from the writer's 

godmother, Fru Marie Thomsen and his paternal Grandmother Fru F,A.H. Thomsen while 

® on a visit to Copenhagen in 1933, Attempts to get more information on Ludvig Thomsen 
have been started, but so far with little success. It appears that he was associated 
with the Marine Ministry until retirement from active duty, and was thereafter in 
attendance at the Lightship LAPPEGRUNDEN, This is unconfirmed conjecture, gleaned 
from the letters and messages on the reverse of the greeting cards. 


The total quantity of cards produced might have reached one thousand, based on the 
size of the family and the period considered. Many of these gems were destroyed, as 
other greeting cards are, but somevhere there may be others who have saved them in the 
family until they have come down to the last survivors, Any information leading to 
contacts with other collectors of these miniatures would be appreciated, 


Erik Thomsen 
5917 NW 43 St., Oklahoma City 12,0kla. 


THE MINIATURES OF ERIK THOMSEN 
by H. S. Scott 


The most striking feature of these miniatures is the detail, This makes them 
actually appear to be photographic, It seems that he did his first work in pencil 
. and ink and gradually went into oils. The ink drawings are interesting from an artis- 
tic standpoint in that they show beautiful shading and fine perspective, When one 
considers the period of the work and also the fact that they were done by a man who 
followed the sea, they are exceptional, Three of these illustrations are ink washed 
drawings. Just what method Mr. Thomsen used is not known though they appear to be 
inked in and then washed with water, a common method with many artists. The original 
@ of the barquentine is water color and oil, The oils are exceptionally detailed, es- 
pecially for such small pictures, a fact that would usually make art work seem ‘unar~ 


tistic't, However this is not the case, as most of them are beautiful little pieces 
of work, 
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NAUTICAL CALENDAR 


The purpose of the project. is to record, and supply the members with a listing 
of the improvements, changes, and discontinuance of practice, in the art of ship- 
building. This is not to be simply a list of ‘nautical firsts!, nor yet a naval dic- 
tionary, but rather a valuable reference guide for the members, on the progressive 
nautical practices relating to shipts gear, rigging, and naval ordnance, 


The material for the compiling of this record, is to be contributed by the mem- 
bers, The facts may be obtained from marine books, magazine articles, newspapers, 
journals, manuscripts, your own research and observations, or from any source you 
believe to be reliable, Individual acknowledgment of contributions will not be pos- 
sible, but a list of those aiding in the work will be published upon completion, or 
from time to time in the Secretary's Letter. References should accompany all contri- 
butions, in order that they may be checked if necessary. These can be very brief, but 
in the case of a publication, please mention author, title, the issue, and page number, 


As now planned, the Nautical Calendar is proposed to cover the periods from 1600- 
1900, with a separate chapter devoted to naval ordnance. To receive and prepare the 
contributions from the members, four period editors have been chosen, to undertake 
this important work for the members, Contributory items are to be sent directly to 
these editors, and NOT to the Nautical Research Guild. 


Period editors for shipts gear, rigging, etc.: 
1600-1700 Mr, Charles M. Gay, 162 East 80th Street, New York 21, Ne Ye 
1700-1800 Mr. Winthrop Pratt, Jr., 112 Woodrow Ave., Dorchester 2), Mass. 
1800-1900 Mr. John J, Flynn, 1013 Ainslie Ave., Chicago 40, Illinois, 


Period editor for naval ordnance 
1600-1900 Mr. Edwin N. Rich, Apt. ub, 382) Bronx Blvd., New York 67, N, Y. 


The editors will have full charge of their respective periods, They will receive 
‘and retain, the items forwarded to them, arrange in proper order, check the facts for 
accuracy, and keep their records until the time of printing. Descriptions are best 
kept to a minimum, although it is realized that major items will require more space 
and explanation. In order to dispense with an index, a system of self indexing pro- 
posed by Mr. Pratt will be used in general, as follows: 


17th Century 
JACKSTAYS. CA. 1690-1700. Early type in form of a wooden strip with holes for ro- 

bands, fastened under the lower yard, one each side of slings, inner end 
just under the outer end of the cleats, 


Several offers have been made by members to supply illustrations for the Nautical 
Calendar, Discussions are also being held as to the best means of presenting the 

material when compiled. Suggestions are welcomed from the members for any improve- 
ments and additions to be made, The value and success of this united effort depends 
on all of us. 


The title for this work, Nautical Calendar, is tentative -- suggestions from the 
members for a short descriptive title wi e appreciated, 


Items can be forwarded by postcard, why not start sending yours TODAY? 


Thomas Hornsby 
Editor, NAUTICAL CALENDAR 
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OLD TIME SHIPS, by John R, Stevens 
A Review by Charles F, H. Menges 


Mr. Stevens work, based on an extensive and intelligent study of contemporary 
sources, brings together a great deal of valuable information not previously accessible, 
In addition to having a comprehensive text which traces changes in design, construction. 
and ornamentation through two and a half centuries of shipbuilding, the book is extreme- 
ly well and cleverly illustrated. Included are four fine folding plates of an 80 gun 
ship from Steele's "Elements of Naval Architecture",a number of other drafts from Falcon- 
er, Crunze, Sutherland, Chapman, et al., some forty color type plates of admiralty and © 


other models, fifty-two pages of principal dimensions and scantlings, and a large number 
of the author's own drawings. : y 


Mr, Stevens is an excellent draftsman and his work, redrawn from models is particuy 
laely useful on the difficult finer points of construction and of decorative detail. 
This book cannot be recommended too highly. While it was evidently designed for model 
makers, and certainly is essential equipment for every serious model builder's shops, 
its material is equally valuable to any person interested in seventeeth, eighteenth and 
early nineteenth century shipbuilding, (An Account of the Construction and Embellish- 
ment of Old Time Ships, by John R. Stevens, 176 pages, ll plates. Published by the 
Author, ToPonto 12, Ontario, Canada, 


BOOK REVIEWS = E. N. Rich 


THE SAILING SHIP by Stanley Rogers. Harper Bros. Publishers, N. Ye — $7.50 (reduced 
price $5.00), At first glance (and price) this book seems a bit disappointing but 
when one investigates deeper into it and gets the writer's point of view it is well 
worth its-investment (at $5.00). Mr. Rogers, as he states, "assumes the roles of naval 
architect, art critic, sailor and artist," For one who looks only for minute details 

in rigging and design he will at first be tempted to turn aside but when he investigates 
further he will be charmed with its material and with the methods of covering the mater- 
ial. The colored and black and white illustrations are well done. The subject of hull 
design, coloring and the art of the shipwright are presented in a method which is pleas- 
ing to the artist, historian and ship modeller as well. 


THE SHAPE OF SHIPS by William McDowell, A.M.I.I!.A. Published by Hutchinson & Co., Ltd., 
Hutchinson House, London, W.I,. at 8 shillings, 6 pence. Here is a truly remarkable book 
both in material, finish and price, It contains 232 pages with 15 colored and numerous 
line drawings on the story of the development of ships from the earliest times to the 
present day. While this subject has been "done" many times there is much new informa- 
tion presented, It is a book that you will keep handy on your shelf and enjoy more each 
time you pick it up. 


THE WONDERFUL STORY OF THE SEA by A. C. Hardy. B.Sc.M.I.A.F.R.G.Se 38) pages and over 
300 illustrations, 12 shillings, 6 pence, Odhams Press Ltd., London. Very interesting 
book, While it deals with all epochs of ships it has a trend toward the later day ships 
but with much detail on old ships and their history, lighthouses, life saving services, 
Lloyds', Ports and docks and the sea in general, Lots of good information, One must 
try to excuse the Dragon ships of the Vikings, however, with steering rudder on the 
port side and well developed "jib" shown on P, 223333 


(Maine Shipbuilding, John Lyman, continued from page 16.) An $8000 steam plant goes 
with one of these craft, furnishing power for pumps, electric lights, including two 
large searchlights, windlass, capstans and drum for handling the sails.’ Cabin and 
house are supplied with steam heat. A telephone system connects the captain with the 
engineer and steward. A power launch goes with each vessel. Where 100,000 feet of 
hard pine would have been ample for such vessels as were turned out in Maine in the 
forties, now more than 1,000,000 feet of this lumber goes into a single craft, and the 
six-master we are now building (the EDWARD J. LAWRENCE) requires 1,100,000 feet, This 
vessel, measured from the tip of the jibboom to the tip of the spanker is 50 feet, a 
mighty contrast to the little VIRGINIA of 300 years ago." 


The Nautical Research Guild is a non-profit r@® 
ganization. The only revenue is from the dues of 
the members. The Nautical Research Journal is 


SECRETARY'S ch published monthly to members only. 


MONTHLY ANNUAL DUES—$5.00 
LETTER 


(All rights reserved) 


1951 is the hth year of the 
Secretary's Letter 


HARRY D. HAMILTON, SECRETARY-TREASURER 15004 EAST GRANADA AVE., WHITTIER, CALIFORNIA. U.S. A. 


FROM LETTERS TO THE SECRETARY 


From Dr. Horace K. Richardson: "I am sending you herewith a photograph of the 
BENJ..MIN F, PACKARD which I have just completed, It is all to the scale of 1/8" to 
1' and has taken me about four years = with time out for the usual business of living 
and the practice of medicine. There is a good account of this ship in Matthews! 
“American Merchant Ships - 1850-1900", but it does not tell of the ending of this old 
lady. Last year she was hauled out into Long Island Sound, had a hole blown in her, 
and deliberately sunkj What an ending for a good old ship! Many efforts were made 
from time to time to preserve her as a museum but evidently sufficient funds were 
lacking. 


I am now working on the CHARLES W, MORGAN from a beautiful set of blue=prints 
which I obtained from Walter E. Channing, Fairhaven, Massachusetts, Scale 3/16" to 
1*, Then I have Albert Cook Church's book "Whale Ships and Whaling" in which are many 
photographs taken of the old ship when it was in commission. That gives much detail 
not given on the blue prints. Mr, Channing has blue prints of the Bark SUNBEAM, the 
Brig VIOL.. and the Schooner JOHN R, M:NT.. also. They cost about five dollars for the 
hull and deck and for another showing the sail plan. They are very complete," 


From Albert S, Young: "Sailing Models - - - - = Early in the year, I worked on a 
project I knew to be almost hopeless but nonetheless I gave it a try as a change over 
and to satisfy three small neighbors, I made 3 small brigs = 20" hulls to sail in 

a nearby pond, To combine scale and sailing quality is impossible in this type but 
square sails they wanted. They were patterned roughly after a British 10 gun brig 
1800 to 1820 period. I had to make a good many compromises but results were fair in 
both respects. They have a fair appearance and sail fair in a light breeze and I am 
satisfied that I came reasonably close in combining the two qualities at a reasonable 
sacrifice of both, Have to admit that they do make a rather stirring picture plunging 
along even if they can't tack back and have to be carried back to start all over again, 
When the ice breaks up in the spring I will send some pictures, 


THE GUILD SHIP MODEL REGISTRY 
H. S. Scott Registrar 


In our application forms, in the past, we have asked each new member to list the 
ship models he has made. It was our intention to cross index the names of the models 
and those of the builders. Because of the pressure of work at the Secretary's office 
this has not been done. The names of the models up to this time are buried so deep in 
our files that it is impossible to have the real value of this registry. 


Mr, He S. Scott has kindly volunteered to keep this registry. This is important 
to all our modelers because those who have made a ship may extend help to another who 
(continued on page 28.) 
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QUERIES 


Query No. 126 = BELLE OF THE WEST == I am working on the BELLE OF THE WEST on 3/32" 
scale. I find 2 sketchy description in Howe and Matthews. but would like to know 
of sources for detail and specifications, Another point: working out the main- 
mest and spar dimensions given:in H & M, I arrive at an ungainly, irreconcilable 
rig with a monster topsail, Could there have been upper end lower topsails as 
Suggested by their mention of Forbes rig, 

Query No. 127, I quote two vessels with peculiar rigs and perhaps some of the mem- 
bers can tell me what they look like? --- W:SHINGION, pettiauger, Shrevesbury, N.Y. 
42 tons, built Hempstead, N. Y. 1812, two masts and one deck, EXPERIMENT, galiot, 
New Orleans; 121 tons, built Marlborough, N- Y. 1807. She had billet head, square 
stern, round tuck, Taat!s 211 the information I have on either, 

Query No- 128, "One for the Chronological Table" --- When did iron jack stays come in? 

Query No. 129, Information on the BANDFLIREIA whose picture is identified as of that 
name. Also any history on the NORDEN, a barkentine, since she was lying idle in 
New York in 1921? 

Query No. 130, Has anyone a deck plan and an overall plan of a packet ship of the 
Black Ball or Dramatic Line type around 1835 — '50 era. I would very much appre= 
ciate a rough copy, A rough copy will co as I intend to make a sailor type model 
and scale will be secondary to appearance, 

Query No, 131, Lo the members know where I can get photos of Maine built vessels 
such as the ABNER COLMAN and the HENRY VILLARD that spent their reclining years 
on the West Coast? 

Query No. 132. Any information on source for lines and other data on an English brig 
of about 


From the Shop of Austin H, Smith 


Very fine drops of mucilage painted on the woodwork, simulate nail and bolt heads 
where actual nails cannot be used...eIn guilding, if gold leaf is used, I apply it 
solidly and ink out the design with India ink until just the design remains in gold. 
More realistic designs can be made in this manner than by painting the design with 
Size and applying the gold leaf to the design as is conventionally done....I use 
spherical seeds, such as turnip seeds for cannon balls; painted japanblack and graded 
for size, they 2llow for various shot sizes, 

Answer to Query No, 113 of Frank R. Miller by Robert Huebner, M. D. I notice 
Mr. Miller, a new inenber, in his question #1l1d in the Doc, NRG has asked for details 
re the brig CABOT of 14 guns. I too have been hiing the same sort of difficulty. 
The only leads that I was able to obdtain were from the conventional sources since the 
CABOT was purchased into the then new Navy. 4A personal communication from Mr. A. E. 
Parsons was most helpful. in both opinion and new listings on source material. Re the 
copper bottom, an unauthenticated source states that the CABOT and the ALFRED = flag-= 
ship of that early fleet were the only two ships to have YELLOW TOPSIDES AND WHITE 
BOTTOMS, But until I can substantiate said statement we must agree with Mr. Parsons 
that she was black like the rest of the fleet. Coppering was used of the period since 
the Royal Navy had begun with coppering the ALARM, a 32 gun frigate. 

The research on the CABOT seems to be meager but replete with interest since she 
participated in the first Marine landing of organized Marines as we know them. I 
have been collecting little by little all the sources of information that I can with 
the history of the CABOT and if Mr, Miller will bearwith me perhaps I shall be able to 
give some authentic information and history to the Guild proper since this little ship 
has aroused my interest. He might check the following sources for information: 
Thapellc, C, G. Davis, Emmons, Nesser, Cooper, etc. I shall be glad to provide what 
information I have to him as I am able to collect and organize it. 


From our Membership Chairman -- Willis L. ye The membership campaign is under 


way -- remember our goal is 200 for 1951. 


we add new members at the rate we are 
going it will be easy. 
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THE COMPLEAT MODELLIST 
4. Review by Glen Berger 


The first edition of the "Compleat Modellist", the publication of the Association 
of Ship Model Societies in Great Britain, has recently been received, It should be 
of great interest to everyone interested in ship models and research to further their 
knowledge of ships and shipping. Modeling will occupy the greatest amount of space 
in this 8 x 10 mimeographed publication, including a question and answer department, 
with news items of ships and models, and also the activities of the societies and 
some intcresting nautical research, A very fine introduction by Lt. Col. Howard 
Chapelle (N.R.G.) from which I quote == "The ship modeller is concerned with the mul- 
titude of technicalities involved in the detailed reconstruction of a ship on a small 
scale and his problems and questions often lead to the exploration of portions of 
Shipbuilding history, or practises, that would otherwise be neglected. More, the 
modeller is continually searching for new subjects on which to practise his skill and 


So there is a demand for technical information on all types and sizes of ships and 
crafts", 


A list of the ship model societies of the United Kingdom of which there are 27, 
also 2 list of the twelve member societies of the Association is included. Here is 
an excellent illustrated article on the making of model sails given in very good 
detail, from the selection of the cloth to the finished sail, This phase of model 
making is usually neglected and the experts are few but this article is simple enough 


for the amateur to do a fine job, yet detailed enough to give the older hands some 
points, 


It is stated by the Editor that it is intended that this "Journal" should appear 
quarterly, but if there is sufficient demand and if sufficient articles are received, 
it is hoped that at some future time it may be published more frequently. We He 
Eoney, N.R.G.eis Chairman of the Association, Queries regarding this publication may 
be addressed to the Association of Ship Model Societies, 15 St. James Crescent, 


London, S. i. 9, England. Frice is ninepence or at the present rate of exchange about 
11 cents, 


In the past years, Popular Science Magazine at 353 Fourth Avenue, New York City, 
published blue prints of several irtcresting sailing ship models. They inform us 
that blue prints of models are no longer available . However, Blue Prints No. 206 
of the GALLEON REVENGE, and No. 252 of the TRADING SCHOONER may still be obtained 
at a cost of $1.25 and $ .70 respectively. Photostat copies of the remaining models 
can be made at a cost of 25 cents per page, Each model was published in three issues, 


about 10 pages. Blue prints and photostats may be ordered directly from the book 
department. 


INTRODUCING NEW MEMBERS 


Captain Harry OtMay, Elouera, Bellerive, Hobart, Tasmania. Introduced to the 
“aild by his friend Captain P. A. McDon2ld-— "By proxy I wish the Nautical Research 
Guil.d to strike palms with a shiplover acrose the gulf of some cight thousand miles 
to the City of Hobart on the Derwent, Tasmania, Meet Capt. Harry O'May, an ardent 
and active shiplover and compiler of maritime data pertaining to and beyond that one 
time famous seaport of the Antipodes, Hobart, 


Capt. Harry O'May, with a maritime background of a life time has done much to 
keep alive the issue and pass on to posterity the story of sail. His personal effort 
and contributions is partly responsible for the well-knit "Society of Shiplovers" in 
Hobart, where in the roaring days of whale-ships and whaling, some half hundred ships 
of sail could be found at one time loading, discharging or refitting. 


The city of Hobart, in the heyday of whaling, has been referred to as the "New 
Bedford of the South" and is justly proud of its maritime history of whale ships, 
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Introducing New Members, continued 
clippers and general traders, as well as of its almost unsurpassed waters for yachting. 


To those who are interested in the story of the city on the Derwent I would steer 
them to the opening chapter of "Vanished Fleets" by Villars. Also to a more recent 
book "Blue Gum Clippers", published by the Ship Lovers Society of Tasmania, the launch 
ing of which Captain O'May had something to do with, 


Excerpts from Capt. O'May's letter to Willis Le Nye — 


I was what is known in Hobart as a water rat, who is born on the water front and 
cuts his teeth on mussel shells,...these mussel shells were our first boats floated 
on ponds on the beach,..Bare footed with ragged sterns and knew everything by name and 
rig that floated...Learned to swim and model yachts...The O'Mays came out from Scot- 
land in 1856 in the Yankee clipper INDIAN BELLE, In 186) the OtMays started the 
Hobart Town -= Kangaroo Point Ferry ...At 20 I got a River and Harbor Certificate and 
towed many of the staunch old windjammers in and out of port...There were only 5 
whalers out of Hobart Town when I first went to work...My recreation was yachting in 
the almost tideless waters--l ft. average rise and fall...In 1931 I was one of the 
foundation members of the Shiplovers Society of Tasmania, We collected records, rel- 
ics, logs, etc. of our grand old shipbuilding and seafaring pioneers and the staunch 
old craft that they built and sailed...I am pleased to report that we have exceeded 
our expectations, in fact, our Hobart Museum has. to be enlarged before we can display 
all we have gathered...As chairman of the committee, it takes up a lot of my time-- 
I found at the beginning that some one had to dig deep into our maritime history and 
so I took it on and now it has become a hobby...I have just finished compiling a 
record of all wrecks in Tasmanian waters from 1797 to date and I have them on 4 mapec. 
I have, at my own expense, financed lantern slides showing pictures of our grand old 
Pioneers and their ships, and I have also compiled a list of all vessels built in 
Hobart.e..Well, Yank, if you would like to hear from me again and think I am fit and 
proper to join your Guild just drop me a line, Yours from down under, Harry O'May. 
And how in hell did you get my address anyway? (Capt. O'!Mayts address was sent to 
Mr. Nye by F. We. Thober.) 


THE INDIAN QUEEN 
from Captain McDonald 


It was a2 common error in the early days of sail to bunch all ships built on the 
North American Continent together as American ships or even "Yankee", whether they 
were built in United States or in Nova Scotia. A great number of wooden ships, 
following on the heels of the celebrated MARCO POLO, were built in British North 
America (Nova Scotia) for the England to Australia passenger and freight trade, After 
the gold rush in the early and middle 50!s had abated somewhat, many of these ships 
were diverted to the Britain to New Zealand cargo and emigrant trade, As stated before, 
a great number of these were Nova Scotia built, though often referred to as American, 
And just such a ship was the INDIAN QUEEN, | 


INDIAN QUEEN wood ship of 1040 tons built at Miramichi ,New Brunswick, 1852, She 
was evidently a fast ship as was proved by several fine passages from’England to the 
colonies during the Gold Rush of the 50s. We find her, for instance, arriving in 
Melbourne 1853 with 385 passengers and’freight. Carrying gold dust and a small number 
of passengers back, Again in 54, 55, !57, '58, we find her making voyages to Aus- 
tralia, to Hobart, Tasmania and to ports in New Zealand. The ship met with a tragic 
accident homeward bound in 1859. Such was the ship that Capt. O'May!s people arrived 
in at Hobart. I have to put the old boy right as to her plice of construction, 


Edward J. Dalloz, Jr., 9105 Cottage Grove i.ve., Chicago 19, Ill. From Mr. Dalloz's 
application —-= "T now own models of the CONSTITUTION and SOVEREIGN OF THE’SEAS, Al- 
though of late other business interests have taken the majority of my time, I feel my 
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Introducing New Members, continued 


workshop and modeling tools to be second to none, I have complete issues of Popular 

Science monthly magazines on all McCann models, took me years to fill, have just ac- 

quired pounds and pounds of Lills and 3/8" pins, will sell or trade for what have you. @ 
library is low again, have been selling quite a few books, always interested in any- 

thing pertaining to early American ships, McCann is a favorite of mine and I have 

spared no expense in trying to obtain original prints, magazine articles, etc. of his. 

In fact I am in the market to purchase any material related to him, or written by him, 

in the nature of his models. 


Arthur Thorsen, 708 Petit Ave., Encino, Calif. Mr. Thorsen is interested in 


16th Century ships. He has made models of the topstl schooner LIVELY LADY and the 
BOUNTY to a 1/)" scale, 


Andrew J. Nesdall, 17 Melrose St., Boston 16, Mass. Mr. Nesdall's especial 
interest is Squareriggers and schooners after 1860, He also collects photos, books 
and plans. 


Roy Rogers, .ipt. C6, 5001 lth St., Brooklyn 19, N. Y. From Mr. Rogers letter -- 
I am now 2 civil engineer and my interest in sailing ships was first awakened by 

Populer Mechanics articles on the FLYING CLOUD model. At that time I made a couple of 
models which I fortunately have no trace of today. For some years, I have been study- 
ing the standard works on ship building, Right now I am enjoying the illustrations in 
Petrejus* book on the IRENE but am wondering what to do about the Dutch text. My par- 
ticular interests, I am afraid, are 211 too inclusive, 


Robert W. Blundon, 15 Russell ave., Buffalo 1h, N. Y. My interest is in types of 
vessels and the history of the sea and the ships and the men who sailed them, I have 
made several small models in the past and at present I am planning to make models of @ 
the ships my father and I served on during the war, I spent 2 years in an LST in the 
Pacific and my father served on an Army Hospital Ship at the same time, 


Commander John C. Matthews, III, U. 5. Navy, 901 Potomac Ave., Alexandria, Vae Com 
mainder Matthews is a graduate of the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Class of 1939 — 
spent seven years in destroyers —= Commander of U.S.S. HAZELWOOD and U.S.S,. MUSTIN, 
both destroyers. We have this from his letter =-- "I have made several modern sailing 
vessels of yawl and ketch type. Am now working on a model of NEWS BOY, a brigantine 
of 1860 vintage. I don't have much time and the way things are shaping up may have 
even less for modeling == but the interest in sailing vessels will always be there," 


Le Be Shipley, 229 Jacaranda, Fullerton, Calif. Introduced by Harry D, Hamilton-- 

« ohipley is a neighbor and a friend==-he owns and operates one of the finest grocery 
stores in So. Calif.--a sample copy was given him and later he said: "Here's my five 
dollars -= I want my name to be in that roster with all the other boys and girls. I 
do not know anything about ships. My sea’ experience has been limited to navigating 
the irkansas River on catfish expeditions, but I sure do like to read about those ships- 
Ship is the first syllable of my name anyway," So, add Mr. Shipley's name to the 


roster, 
Tho New York State Maritime Academy, Fort Schuyler, Bronx, N. Y. It is with plea= 
‘Sure and great pride that we welcome this famous institution to the ranks of the 


Guild, 


LOS .ANGELES GROUP. An organization similar to those of San Francisco and New York e 
is now being planned for the Los Angeles area, Members residing in this district are 
invited to write to: Mr. Charles F, H. Menges 

2710 Sunnyslope, Van Nuys, Calif. or 
Phone State 8029 


| 
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MEETING OF THE NEW YORK GROUP OF THE NAUTICAL RESEARCH GUILD 


. The regular bi-monthly meeting was held on January 17th at the Seamen's Church 
® Institute, After a fine dinner accompanied by a lot of good “salt water" conversation, 


a short business meeting was held, The proposed chronological tables were discussed. 
It was decided to take no definite action until those in charge of tho project had 

. formulated specific plans. Members were requested to forward their lists of sources 
of marine photographs directly to the Guild Secretary. 


The vice-president, Bill Wilkinson, proposed that a mimeographed bulletin,giving 
information about the interests and activities of the members of the group, be pre- 
pared and distributed as a means of our becoming better acquainted with one another, 
He distributed qucstionnaires. to be answered and returned to him. He hopes to have 
the bulletin ready for distribution before the next meeting, 


Plans for future meetings were discussed, Several good ideas have been suggested; 
these will be reported on in full if and when they materialize, This time, for a 
change, we had a speaker from our own membership, John M. Minuse, who, in cooperation 
with E,. Sohier Bosley, has spent a good part of the last eighteen years in tracking 
dovn every available bit of authentic information on the Gloucester fishing schooner, 
COLUMBIA, He started out by giving some good general advice on research for model 
building, mong the points he stressed were: 
Determine what your aim is before you start to work. 
Do not try to be too much of a perfectionist; start with something simple. 
Develop the ability to make rough sketches, 
If possible, go right to the original source for your informatione 
Do not become easily discouraged, (Mr. Minuse is a good example of this— 
eighteen years on one vessel.) : 
He then showed us some of the material he has acquired on the COLUMBIA, This included 
@ photographs of the vessel herself and one of a model of her in the Peabody Museum. A 
blueprint of a lines drawing made by Chapelle (which is not completely accurate, ac= 
cording to Mr. Minuse), a deck plan showing the location of all belaying pins, a list 
of blocks and other gear, tables of hull and spar dimensions, etc. The talk was most 


instructive and entertaining, as Mr, Minuse, normally a quiet, retiring type of person, 
proved to be a witty speaker, 


Gordon Grant then showed us one of his treasures, a book published in 1826 con- 
taining about 100 exceptionally fine engravings of all types of sailing craft from 
small luggers and fishing boats to 120 gun ships of the line. These were done by a 
Frenchman named Baugean and are remarkable for their wealth of detail as well as for 
their artistry, Those present were: 


Michael Costagliola Gordon Grant Douglas Miller 

George Dannenberg James i, Healey John M,. Minuse 

Capt, John Eliasson Dr. & Mrs. Adolph Klein Albert Parsons 

John T, Fairhurst A. Ge Law Mr. & Mrs. Frank W, Thober 
James Frost Lois Meldrum William Wilkinson 

fngela Geele Howard Miller 


The next meeting will be on Wednesday, March 21. 


SHARP EDGES 


Another method of imparting a super cutting edge as described by member Minuse, 
is to secure a piece of cowhide leather belting about two inches wide and twelve or 
fourteen inches long. Fold this in half and cement together with Duco cement under 
clampse Round off one seamed edge with a bastard file, file the other edge to a V- 

@ Rub the flat surface, the rounded edge, and the V edge with a lump of crocus (same as 
jewelerts rouge, but coarser), Strop your flat chisels, carving knives, medical scal~ 
pels, etc, on the flat surface,the rounded edge is used on the inside of gouges, and 
the V edge on the interior of V gouges, This is the old wood carverts method and has 
stood the test of time, It is sonsiderably safer, than trying (continued on page.28 ) 
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We are so far behind in our letter writing that we do not know whether 
to ask for a social secretary or a Ladies Auxiliary...Winston Langdon says 
he would like to see a plug or two on some old book so we will dig up our 
favorites again...Dr. Robert Huebner says -— "To a land locked character @ 
like me, the Journal is like rain in the drought—-just keep it coming to 
my office...From John M, Minuse=--"The January issue was the best yet . 
and how you spread the tar',..That is fine but we only publish what our 
members send us and to them belongs the credit....Dr. Berenson sent us a 
photo of a ship he helped rig---It is an oil painting 22" x 32"of the 
CROMDALE and the Doctor selected the ship, view, sky,and directed the 
rigging for the job-—-The rigging is only excelled by the paintinge... 
Daniel F,. McNeil is out of circulation rigging his CHAMPION of the SEAS 

(3/16" scale)---A news clipping showing the model and Glen Berger with Dan looking 
at it with unadulterated admiration was received=--lJe have asked for the story of her 
makingeeeseelim. Je Strong has suggested that we run some reprints from the "Shipmodeler" 
by Capte Eo Ae McCann=——-Many of us are disciples of the Captain and our first steps in 
modeling were with his guidance—-=Let us have suggestions from those who have his 
books eeeFrom J. P. Shaw=—="The average person does not reaiize that a ship swings by 
the stern when the wheel is put over—-actually the stern swings until it is in the 
line of the bow in the new direction—-You will find this out as I did when I put the 
wheel over in a narrow channel and the stern went ashore"...The first joint mecting 
of the N.R.G. and the Nautical Research and Model Society of Chicago got off to a bad 
start because of weather conditions, another meeting will be held in the home of Mr. 
Chase Domke at 1816 Estes Ave. on Saturday night February 17th, at 7:30 PeM. The 
December number of "The Trident", 130 Leadenhall St., London, E.Ce 3, has on its front 
cover a colored reproduction of Monamy Swaine'ts painting of H.M.S. VICTORY at Sea 1793 
(?)=--The original is in the National Maritime Museum ---A limited number of copies 
are available, price 1/6d, plus 3d postage...Returns to the query on the sources of 
ship pictures have not justified a report as yet-—--WWe are anxious to have this as com= @ 
plete as possible so put a little time to it and send in the names and addresscSeee. 
New applicction forms are not ready-=-—Forms are not necessary=--use any paper but try 
to get something on the nautical interests of the new member. 

Harry D,. Hamilton 
(The Guild Ship Model Registry, containucd from page 22) who is working on the same 
ship. A post card to Mr. Scott will furnish you the name of the kindred soul who has 
completed the model you now have on the "ways", 


The Guild Model Ship Registry will be the first attempt of this sort and at 
the same time, it will list the models you may wish to sell. The Guild will not act 
as agent, in this case. All inquiries will be referred to the builder. 


In the event that your present model is not completed, state the stage of its 
progress, The last page in this issue gives complete instructions, Further explana- 
tion of the value of this project is not necessary. Register Your Modelse 


CORRECTION IN THE ROSTER 


Cross out the name of Saunders Allan McPherson and enter the name of Allen McPher= 
son Saunders, The name of Mr, Saunders was transposed in the typing. The address is 
the samc, .it the request of Mrs. Anne Kloin please change the words "Salt Water Book 
to "Books of the Sea" which is the by line of the Caravan Book Service, Salt Water 
Books is the by line of Mrs. Carola '!, Paine, Through error the name of Kenneth C, 

- Smalley, 80 S, Giles, Bridgeton, NeJ. was omitted, which please add to your list. Also 
add the name of John Anderson, 41 Adams St. Falkirk, Scotland. 


EDGES @ 
(continued) 
to buff the edge of a medical scalpel on a wheel turning around 3000 revolutions per 
minute, .iny tool that will not shave is too dull to use. 


Thomas Hornsby 
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